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Eatonville From My Eyes by Catoya Young
no job too big for the Man that sits high
and looks low, God that is.
There was a time when I would
say, “I just want to pack up and leave
from here.” The Town at one time really
felt like a ghost Town, people stop going
out the door or even coming over on this
side of Town, I really didn’t know why
but I knew things didn’t seem right, but I
thank God for the changes He has made in
Eatonville now. It’s now again a place I
want to continue to live for a while.
A lot has changed, from being a
child running around the hood, as we call
it, knocking on doors and running off before someone opened the door, jumping
the gate to get to the other side of the lake
so that we can play on the play ground
located in Maitland, we were just being
kids. Even though we weren’t even supposed to be in certain places, we really
didn’t think about getting caught by our
parents. We were just some busy kids acting like we were grownups. We saw so
many people hanging around our corner
store named the Red Store. It was located
in the building where the barber shop Fads
to Fros is now located. The people were
so friendly back in those days. I really
liked that store, no matter who was up
there, if you needed anything, someone
was going to give you what you needed,

the store was also near and convenient. In
addition, Eatonville had its own Fire Department, two corner stores, a hair store,
and many other businesses.
Things have definitely changed,
but the changes are for the betterment of
Eatonville. We have a newer and better
Boys and Girls Club, our playgrounds
have improved, we have many restaurants
that prepare some of the best fish, shrimp,
chicken, soul food, seafood, and Jamaican
food in Town. The crimes have slowed
down a lot and I no longer have to watch
over my back or worry much about someone breaking into my home. It really feels
good that I can send my kids outside,
walk them to the park or to the Barber
shop knowing that they are safe and happy.
Eatonville will always be a home
to me no matter if I decide to eventually
move away. It is part of my life, its apart
of my History and Eatonville is a part of
me!!! Let’s celebrate 1887 BABY!!!

Beginning August 28

Catoya Young, a resident born and raised in
Eatonville who loves her family and enjoys writing, drawing, and enjoys making children happy.
She is an aspiring hair stylists who would like to
give back to families within Eatonville through
low affordable beauty and hair care products and
services.

Continuing Our Future With New Leaders and Ideals

BY SECURING A HOME
IN

EATONVILLE,
FLORIDA
A TOWN STARTED AND
RUN BY NEGROES
Excerpt from
Vol. 1 No. 2 June 22, 1889
Eatonville Speaker
Excerpt from Ebony Magazine 1946
Compliments of Louise Franklin
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Eatonville From My Eyes by Catoya Young
Born and raised in a place I call
home, a place I know everyone and everyone knows me. A place where my mother,
her sisters, and her mother all attended the
same elementary school, middle school
and high school; along with all their close
friends and family. Yes, Eatonville was all
I knew as a child and all I know today. I
was raised up on Clark St. with my
Grandparents Christine and Marion Harmon. I lived in my grandfather’s house,
which he bought the house by laying grass
and mowing yards. From having their 1st
child to other members in my family, we
were all raised or lived in this house.
I can remember waking up to my
grandmother’s good ole country cooking,
such as cheese grits, country bacon,
scrambled eggs, homemade pancakes and
a nice cold glass of orange juice. Breakfast was one of my favorite meals of the
day and almost cooked every morning.
My grandmother loved to cook. She
would cook for everyone that knocked on
her door. She was loved by everyone; not
just by the residents of our Town but by
everyone she came in contact with. They
called her mother Christine. She was the
type to put a smile on your face, you could
talk with this lady about everything with
no threat that it would ever be told to others.
She truly was a child of God who
talked all day about God. From age nine
she raised me, all of her children and
grandchildren in Church. We attended the
Apostle Church of Jesus on Ford St.
where Pastor Cleveland Clark was the
Pastor. The Church made me feel wanted
and happy all at the same time. I remember looking out of the Church window one
morning and seeing all the other children
playing basketball, they were having a
good time, I so badly wanted to go out to
play with them, they were my cousins
with some of their friends. The following
Sunday, I didn’t attend church like I was
expected to, I wanted to hang out with all
the others children, we would always find
something to do, or something to get into,
we came up with our own games like Man
Hunt and Potato Fight, which I will never
forget. One day, I was playing potato fight
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and a dog started chasing me, as I was
running towards my cousin, who at the
time was throwing a boomerang, almost
immediately the boomerang hit me in the
middle of my forehead. I still have the
scar today. I know it sounds crazy and
dangerous, but that is how we enjoyed
playing together.
We never had to worry about
what we were going to eat or drink in the
neighborhood, there were about 3 candy
ladies in the community, the cost of
chips, sodas, pickles, pickled eggs were
.50 cents, gummy bears .1 cent a bear,
candy bars and hot sausages were .75
cents. Mrs. Murphy was considered our
favorite candy lady, we bought from her
ice cups for .25 cents, they were the best
ice cups in Town.
I had a great childhood growing
up in my little Town. Around the age of
14, I had my first child Omari. I was able
to continue school because of a program
for teen moms that allowed them to bring
their children to school with them. That
made it a lot easier on me as a teen mom.
My mother told me that she also was able
to take me and my sister to school with
her when she was a teen mom. I am very
thankful for this parenting school in
Eatonville. I remember when I attended
Head Start in Eatonville right next to
Macedonia Church, it was my first time
attending big girl’s school, as my grandmother would call it, it’s funny, I recall
one day in the 1st grade, I was taking a
math test and was about to cry because I
didn’t know the answers to the problems.
So, I looked up at the roof of the class
room ceiling as if I was talking to someone, asking that person for the answers.
As I continued taking my test, I was circling the answers as though this person
was real and as if that person was correct.
My teacher took up the tests and was able
to grade the test right away. She handed
me back my test and I had all my answers
right, except for one. My teacher allowed
me to try and solve the problem again, if I
wanted to, so I decided to try again.
Again, I asked for that person’s help and
yes, I got the answer right, receiving
100% on my test. I’ll never forget that
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From the Desk of Mayor Eddie Cole
As you read the 7th Edition of the “Eatonville Speaks”, know that this will be a special one
since the time I took office. This month we are celebrating 130 years that 27 men wrote the
articles for the Historic Town of Eatonville that would result in a incorporated municipality.
This was a huge accomplishment for Eatonville in that African American’s were freed from
slavery 22 years prior to its incorporation.
While Eatonville is recognized as the oldest black incorporated Town in America, my mind
continues to ponder on how “we survived”! There were many other small settlements that took
this leap of faith, but in the process they were destroyed. With this said, we are a Town that
survived!

day and that school, the school is no
longer there, today, we now have Head
Start next to the Boy’s and Girl’s Club.
Another memory takes me back
to attending the Boy’s and Girl’s Club,
I was there with my cousin, It was
about a hand full of us that attended
there at the same time. I enjoyed being
at the club because there was so much
for us to do there. We took field trips to
the Magic games. We went to see the
oldest and tallest tree in Florida called
the “Big Tree”. We also took a trip to
the Little 500, which was a Go-Cart
riding place. Every holiday they made
sure we did some type of event that
went with that holiday. We went to the
library and attended art classes, no matter what, we always had something to
do and the staff at the Boy’s and Girl’s
Club made sure that we were safe.
I attended Hungerford Elementary School and mostly went to the
Boys and Girls Club after school. Wow,
I can honestly say Hungerford Elementary was one of the greatest schools I
attended. I can really say that it was my
second home. I guess I can say that because I was able to live that part of my
life with many of my close friends and
family including my sister.
Growing up in Eatonville, I had
my ups and downs, becoming a teen
mom, finding work and trying to finish
school was all a bump in the road for
me. But with the faith I have in me, I
never gave up and I still have that faith
today. I always found a way out, over,
or around in order to make it. There is

The Town that Freedom Built

So as we reflect on our past, we must be ready to embrace our future with pride and discernment. Here are some of Eatonville’s future projects that will make for a better and safe Town
for the residents.

OUR HISTORY
130 YEARS FORWARD

David Deacon Jones
•
•

A new 18 million dollar state of the art STEM Elementary School which will start construction this month and due for completion in the near future;
The road widening of West Kennedy Blvd to help improve traffic flow and will start in
2018;

•

A $100,000 Grant to continue improvements to both Frances Jerry and Elizabeth Parks;

•

The installation of LED lights throughout the Town including Town Hall;
The national chain restaurant “ZAXBY’S will begin construction next to Walgreens in
December 2017 (creating 40 additional jobs);
Upon completion of the Hungerford property, the Town will receive $3 million in cash.
The proposed development will generate a stronger tax base, create new jobs, homes and
retail. There will also be new homes on the west side of Town next to Deacon Jones Blvd;

•
•

•
•
•

The continued upgrade of our water and sewer system, which includes paved roads;
The construction of “Host Dime” will start this fall. Every home in Eatonville will
receive free Wi-Fi at the completion of construction (jobs for qualified applicants);
The permitting of increased parking for the continued growth of Sunshine Health, they are
now the largest employer in Eatonville (offering 400+ jobs).

“Secretary of Defense”
David “Deacon” Jones,
born in Eatonville, was
inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame in
1980. A former defensive end in the NFL. He
played for the San Diego
Chargers, Los Angeles
Rams and the Washington Redskins. Considered to be one of the
greatest defensive players ever, Jones earned
the nickname the
“Secretary of Defense”.

Now, join us for some amazing events to kick off a year-long celebration. The 130th Anniversary will feature a community-wide Arts and Culture Showcase and Unity Outreach Celebration. This will begin on Saturday, August 19th at 9:00 a.m. where the entire community will
come together to beautify Eatonville and celebrate with crafts, culture, music, food, giveaways
and lots of fun.
Fond Regards,

Your Mayor and Friend

The Town that Freedom Built
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**No pets and concealed weapons allowed**

It is my distinct honor to share and take part with you in our Town’s 130th Celebration!

As I reflect back being a youngster,
playing on the dirt road in front of Open Door Church, and pretending to be cops and robbers in the old Juke Joint behind Reed's
store. How many of us remember that? How about the Tiger Gas Station? I still remember some of the kind words and wisdom I received from Mr. Charles Kirkland. These experiences are forever engraved in my memory and I will cherish them for a
lifetime. Reminiscing on where we've come from, gives me excitement on the direction in which we're going as a Town.
It is an honor to be a part of this Historic Town!
It is an honor to be African-American!
It is an honor to be a part of the growth of Eatonville!
What an honor it is to be (1887 4 Life)!
Vice Mayor Rodney Daniels

I'm super excited about the opportunity for our Historic Town of Eatonville as we celebrate our 130th Anniversary August 18th
through August 20th. I think it's going to be a terrific event that will take place in Eatonville. I'm overjoyed to be in the position
to lead and serve my Town during such an historic moment in history. I am truly honored to have such an amazing administration, staff and citizens in this great historic Town of Eatonville. I'm very proud to be apart of such an awesome community. The
130th Anniversary Celebration will definitely be "epic" and I'm looking forward to seeing all of Eatonville residents as well as
surrounding cities come together in unity and in love.
Councilman Tarus Mack

Happy 130th Anniversary to the Oldest Black Incorporated Municipality in America. It’s been an honor and privilege serving as
your Councilman for the last 2½ years. It is a fantasic journey, with some great projects and developments coming in the near
future in the Town of Eatonville. As a Historic Town, we must maintain our heritage in remembance of our forefathers, mothers
and younger generations to come. This Town is a very unique place to live, I remember the days of dirt and clay roads, burning
our own trash, and having septic tanks to manage. I can also remember the days we owned our own garbage truck and fire station,
we have come a long way, somethings have come and gone, but all for the betterment of the Historic Town of Eatonville. Happy
130th Anniversary to the historic Town of Eatonville.
Councilman Theo Washington
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Life in Early Historic Eatonville

Honoring Community & Youth Services
A Town For Youth To Explore Many Opportunities

In early Eatonville, the Town was proud to have their own Chambers of Commerce.
The “Welcome To Eatonville” sign was designed by Augustus W. Franklin in the
1950’s, in which he served as member of the Eatonville Chamber of Commerce.
Some other members were Nathaniel Vereen; Mack Robinson, Sr.; Frank Otey;
O.H. Major; James Baldwin; Dorothy Gary; Floyd Johnson; James Sims; Geraldine
Otey; Richard Jones, Sr.; Steve Staggers.

SUMMER FOOD:
The Summer Food Program is full of delicious hot
meals served daily. The food is cooked with lots of
soul and love to provide meals for the youth programs
held in The Town of Eatonville. The Summer Food
Kitchen is constantly busy for lunch and serves an average of three hundred meals per day to the Eatonville
community. The meals vary week to week from chicken nuggets to a delicious pan of spaghetti, all meals
include sides such as fruits and/or salad.

Chamber of Commerce Sign

At the Franklin’s large historical property best known as “Cheyenne”

Cheyenne, the Franklin’s large
historical property

Eatonville Speaks

SPOTLIGHT

located off of Thompson Avenue, churches and residents of Eatonville
would participate in church baptisms, picnics, camping, fishing, swimming, and other forms of recreation and
relaxation. During the hurricane seasons in
the 1930’s and 1950’s, many families
found shelter in the basement of the
Franklin’s home until the storm passed
Baptism on the Franklin’s property
over.

Pictured Below (Left-Right):
Jurlean Tompkins,
Alberta McKnight, Rod Bargaineer,
and Nina Frazier

A hallmark of the Town for years, was the Hungerford Normal and Industrial School, founded in 1889 by
Robert Hungerford and others who made up its Governing body, the school was named in honor of the son
of Hungerford’s physician. He had given his life to save the lives of some African-Americans who were besieged with scarlet fever.

Formally the Hungerford Normal and
Industrial School. Known today as the
Robert F. Hungerford Preparatory High School

Russell C. Calhoun and his wife, Mary, came from Tuskegee Institute in Alabama to serve as the first Administrators. By 1935, the school had become the
premier place for Negro learning in Central Florida. The school was given
to Orange County in 1950. At that time, it was named the Wymore Career Education Center, a public high school. Today it is best known as the
Robert F. Hungerford Preparatory High School.

Senior students attending the Hungerford
Normal and Industrial School

**Historic Images throughout this Publication are Licensed Use Secured from Louise Franklin.

MEET THE COOKS OF THE SUMMER FOOD PROGRAM:
The Community & Youth Services would like recognize the cooks of the Summer Feeding Program for their
commitment and dedication to the youth and families within the Historic Town of Eatonville Summer’s Program.

JURLEAN TOMPKINS
Eatonville’s Gateway to Freedom

Jurlean Tompkins, started in the
summer program when it began
about 47 years ago. Under Mrs. Ruby Thomas, she was the first director of the program at Hungerford
High. Throughout the years, there
has been at least 9 directors that
oversaw this program from Hungerford Elementary to the Denton Johnson Center; currently under the direction of Rod Bargainer. The program runs with an understanding of
the youth and family needs. This
program has fed thousands of children and adults in the Town of
Eatonville. It still meets the expected needs of providing youth a
hot meal for lunch during the Summer break.

Eatonville’s 1st Fire Truck, 1955 (Pictured from Left-Right) O.H. Major, Arlee Richardson, Augustus Franklin, James W. Baldwin, Chief Mack Robinson, Mayor R. Vereen, Horace Baker, Hirm Lester, Clyde “DJ” Sanders
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ALBERTA MCKNIGHT

NINA L. FRAZIER

Alberta McKnight currently lives in
Apopka Florida. She went to School
in Eatonville when she was in the 3rd
grade. At that time, her family lived
in Clarcona Florida. Then, moved to
Apopka Florida. Ms. McKnight also
went to school and graduated high
school at Phyllis Wheatley High
School. In 1999, she went to work for
the Orange County School Board.
She also worked in the Cafeteria at
Hungerford Elementary School. In
2003, she was the support person of
the year and retired in 2004. In 2000,
Alberta started working with the
Summer Program and enjoys working
for Mr. Rod Bargainer and his staff.
Ms. McKnight and her family loves
Eatonville and feel at home when
they are here in Eatonville.

Nina Frazier moved to Eatonville in
1962 (Catalina Park) and attended
Hungerford High during the 10th and
the 12th Grade. She graduated in
1965. She joined Open Door Missionary Baptist Church in 1962. During the time, she became a member
by the Usher Board and served over
30 plus years. Mrs. Frazier retired
from OCPS in 2009. Before she retired, she was employed at OPCS,
Hungerford High School, and Hungerford Elementary School. She enjoyed her ability to fulfill her job.
Employed and working for the Town
of Eatonville, she has worked for the
summer food program for 38 years.
Mrs. Frazier is happy to say that she
graduated, worked and retired from
both schools.
For more information about Eatonville’s Community & Youth Services call 407.623.1223.
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INSIDE STORY

The Town That Freedom Built: Eatonville
Compilation By: Vera Thomas

Changing the Landscape of Eatonville by
Building on Its Historical Foundation:
A TOWN THAT SURVIVED!
By Jasmyne Reese
Two point five (2.5) square miles, roughly 2,227 residents,
one famous author and folklorist and 130 years of trailblazing as the first self-governing, all black Municipality in the
United States of America. Eatonville, “The Town that
Freedom Built”, has always been a beacon of black excellence. Colored students from all over the south traveled to
Eatonville to attend Robert Hungerford Preparatory High
School, founded in 1897, for exceptional education and
skill training. Eatonville, rich in culture and heritage, influenced some of, author and folklorist Zora Neale Hurston’s
most famous work, Their Eyes Were Watching God. From
1887 to now the Town of Eatonville continues to inspire.
Just as much as the Town has an impact on it’s citizens, it's
citizens have an even greater impact on the Town. Take a
closer look at Eatonville’s neighboring cities; you’ll find
what were once historically black communities are now
chain grocery stores and retail shops. With the redevelopment of black neighborhoods, one can only imagine how
Eatonville has remained intact for so long. Eatonville has
survived because it’s citizens willed it to survive. When
others didn’t see the purpose of the Town for nothing other
than a 5-lane highway, residents took action and created
what is now a world renowned tourist attraction, experienced by thousands at the Zora Neale Hurston Festival.
The spirit and power of Eatonville lies within it’s residents.
For every opposition on the Town’s legacy, the community

bond became stronger and a positive impact it made. By
sitting on boards, being active in the community and participating in Town Council meetings, Eatonville’s residents
were apart of decisions that resulted in local partnerships
such as, Orange County Library Eatonville Branch;
Healthy Eatonville Place; Neighborhood Center For Families (NCF); and the soon to be new Hungerford Elementary
School.
Under the new vision and purpose of Mayor Eddie Cole
and Council members, residents should look to the future
with excitement about Eatonville’s endless opportunities to
shine brighter as a beacon of black excellence. We are fortunate to be part of this transformation up close and personal. Eatonville is definitely on its way from surviving, to
growing, and to flourishing. It’s an effort that a Town, its
residents and Government have to work together in order
to accomplish the vision and purpose.
Pictured Below: (Left) The Old Apopka Road known today as Kennedy Blvd.

Zora Neale Hurston

WHO’S WHO

Born in Alabama in 1891, Hurston moved to
Eatonville when she was still a toddler, and is
arguably the most famous person from the Town.
She is well known for writing many books and
poems. Hurston is without a doubt Eatonville’s
biggest celebrity, and she has her own festival to
show for it.
The Zora Neale Hurston
Festival of the Arts and
Humanities is held each
January in Eatonville. It
celebrates the life of the
famous artist and showcases cultural arts events
among many other things.
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